MR imaging of the pediatric liver.
Applications of MR imaging of the pediatric abdomen are expanding rapidly. New techniques of MR imaging, such as MRA or MRCP, are becoming commonplace. MR imaging is particularly helpful in the diagnosis and characterization of liver and biliary tree disease in children. Consistent and reproducible quality imaging is achieved with faster imaging sequences tailored to reduce motion artifacts. The lack of radiation, the ability to directly acquire multiple imaging planes, and the superior contrast resolution, particularly with the administration of gadolinium, have contributed to the acceptance of MR imaging as an invaluable tool in the pediatric age group.